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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Counselor and Chairman 

Policy Planning Council 

Washington 


December 29, 1962 


Dear Mr. President: 


The Ambassador from Turkey presented an interpreation 
of Khrushchev's behavior in the Cuban crisis that might 
interest you; namely, that Khrushchev didn't know the 
difference in U.S. behavior between a Presidential and a 
Congressional election year. 

He observed Khrushchev closely in New York in the fall 
of 1960 when he represented Turkey at the U.N. General 
Assembly. He noted then the impact on Khrushchev of seeing 
the U.S. rudderless during the election campaign, without 
even Lodge in attendance. He recalled that Jerry Wadsworth 
was moved into the breech. Khrushchev disported himself 
It-eely in that atmosphere. He is convinced that Khrushchev 
thought the same disarray would prevail during the election 
campaign of 1962. 

We can leave it to the historians to check it out. 

May I add a word. I remember with admiration the depth 
of your concern for the Cubans on the beach at the worst of 
the April 1961 affair, the night of the Congressional 
reception, when there was occasion for many other things to 
be on your mind. And I know that personal concern never left 
you. Their return now is thus doubly gratifying. 


A Happy New Year. 


Faithfully yours, 
W. W. Rostow 


The President 
Washington, D. C. 


